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Seeing the forest for the trees
In the early 1970s, after two 
decades of protecting natural areas, 
the Conservancy realized two things.
First, we had much new information 
telling us of many plant and animal 
species we were likely to lose to ex­
tinction. Second, the increasing costs 
of acquiring and holding land de­
manded a focused approach to land 
protection.
It seemed prudent to work first to 
prevent the loss of species threatened 
with extinction. Therefore, the Maine 
Chapter began protecting rare and en­
dangered species as its top priority.
Individual plants and animals, how­
ever, are inextricably linked to their 
habitat—the larger living system.
Without a healthy naturally func­
tioning ecosystem of sufficient size 
the survival of individual species is 
jeopardized.
Furthermore, when we protea an 
entire ecological community we pro­
tect not just a collection of species, 
but a process. Species, rare and 
common, associate themselves in a 
dynamic and living world. Each individual struggles for light, food 
and space. This struggle is the catalyst for change—genetic adapta­
tions which ensure continued survival. It is this genetic diversifica­
tion that the Conservancy ultimately seeks to safeguard.
It was clear we could not restrict ourselves to species. We needed 
to adopt a natural community basis to land protection as well. So 
the Conservancy set itself to the task of identifying prime examples 
of all natural communities.
In some cases, such as bog where there is an abrupt change in 
moisture and soil types, it is relatively easy to identify and map 
communities. However, physical characteristics and species of 
communities frequently overlap, making it difficult to determine 
discrete units. Expert ecologists often find it difficult to agree on 
just where to draw the lines.
The Maine Chapter Heritage Program has been working with the 
New England Natural Community Classification, developed by
Tom Rawinski of the Eastern Re­
gional Heritage Program. This classifi­
cation identifies nearly 75 different 
types of natural communities po­
tentially occurring in Maine.
We have been refining this New 
England classification so that it ac­
curately reflects the range of natural 
communities in Maine. This work 
involves defining different types and 
describing representative examples. 
By seeking and describing each com­
munity, we eventually will be able to 
designate which ones are especially 
significant, just as we do for species.
It is impractical, perhaps impossi­
ble, to catalog all plant and animal 
species when we include the smaller, 
more obscure forms. Even so, these 
apparently insignificant species com­
prise the very foundation of natural 
communities. They produce food 
from sunlight and form the basis of 
energy transfer up through the food 
web. Without these plants and ani­
mals that we can barely see, the 
health of ecosystems is endangered. 
They deserve our concern as much as more visible species.
A natural community approach to land protection is important 
because it allows us to protect the best examples of natural com­
munities for themselves, regardless of the presence of known rare 
species. For example, beech, maple and white pine are common 
species in Maine, but it is quite unusual to find places where they 
have been able to grow in natural communities, undisturbed by 
repeated logging.
Larrabee Heath, our new preserve in Machiasport, is another 
good illustration of the benefits of this approach. We proteaed the 
heath because it is an excellent example of a Coastal Raised 
Peatland, a peatland type uncommon worldwide. We knew of no 
readily identifiable rare plants or animals when it was acquired. 
Yet, because the site is protected, a special pocket of natural 






by Kent wommack, acting executive director
On August 17, John Jensen assumed his 
new duties as Vice President-Development 
Director at The Nature Conservancy’s 
national office in Arlington, Virginia.
It is clear that the Chapter’s loss of John 
as Executive Director will be the larger 
organization’s gain.
Duringjohn’s seven years with the Chap­
ter, we achieved unprecedented success 
in protecting the best of Maine’s out­
standing natural areas. Under John’s 
leadership, 6 8  separate land protection 
projects were negotiated; our annual income 
grew by a factor of 14; and Chapter 
membership rose from 1 ,0 0 0  to nearly
8 ,0 0 0  members.
Such accomplishments do not go 
unnoticed; so when the top development 
position at the national office was vacated 
this summer, John was strongly urged to 
apply. It is an important job, and they 
wanted the best possible person. I think 
they got him.
The search for a new Executive Director 
of the Chapter is currently underway, and 
over 150 applications have already been 
received. The candidates are being reviewed 
by a selection committee made up of 
Chapter Trustees and the Director of the 
Eastern Regional Office. The committee 
hopes to be able to announce a decision 
sometime in October.
While John will undoubtedly be missed, 
it is important to realize that the success of
the Maine Chapter depends not on one 
staff person but on the combined efforts of 
our trustees, staff, volunteers, and 
members. The Chapter has evoh'ed into a 
highly efficient and well-focused land 
protection organization in Maine, and each 
of us has an important part to play in 
ensuring its continued success.
In some ways, we staff members are the 
least important cog in the Conservancy’s 
land protection wheel. While we may have 
been able to negotiate the purchase 
agreements, Maine’s "Islands of Life’’ 
would not be saved now except through 
the incredible generosity of our dedicated 
members. And we certainly couldn’t care 
for our 70 preserves properly without the 
hundreds of volunteers who donate their 
time each year to help.
In short, every single one of us, whatever 
our affiliation, is important to accom­
plishing the Conservancy’s goals. With the 
loyal support of our 8 ,0 0 0  members, the 
Chapter has protected many outstanding 
natural areas in Maine. However, much 
remains to be done, and many exciting 
projects are in the works.
We had a party to honor John last week 
where the praise ran high—and rightfully 
so. But the next day we were all right back 
at work, and it was reassuring to know that 
the team fighting to save Maine’s unique 
natural heritage was still 7,999 strong.
Thinking ahead
Memberships
Gift memberships in the Maine Chapter 
are appreciated year-round, because they 
include subscriptions to the bimonthly 
Nature Conservancy News as well as the 
Maine Chapter newsletter. Membership 
also entitles friends and family to enjoy our 
preserves with special discounts on 
summer field trips and publications.
Share Maine with a friend! All gift 
memberships will be acknowledged with a 
special holiday card for the new member, 
and many thanks to you.
T-shirts and more
Genuine Nature Conservancy t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, patches, caps, ties, and scarves 
will add a little style to your holiday gift­
giving. To obtain an order form, please 
write to the national office: Communica-
tions-Merchandise, TNC, 1800 North 
Kent Street, Arlington, Virginia 22209. 
We suggest that you order early.
Maine Forever
Maine Forever, the guide to the Chapter’s 
preserves, makes a perfect present. The 
book contains descriptions of 55 preserves, 
full-color photographs, maps, and illustra­
tions. It will certainly be a favorite of 
anyone who loves Maine.
Members can order from the Chapter 
office by sending $12.45 ($11.50 each for 
orders of two or more) to TNC, P.O. Box 
338, 112 Main Street, Topsham, Maine 
04086. This price includes all postage and 
handling.
If you would like to have your gift books 
sent directly from the office, please include 
a full name and address for each recipient. 
We will be glad to include a gift card of 
your choice.
Editor’s note
We wish to clear up any confusion 
caused by an editing error in the August 
issue. Fernald’s Neck was purchased by 
concerned local citizens who then donated 
the preserve to the Conservancy. They 
deserve recognition and thanks for their 
efforts and generosity.
M em orial gifts
Gifts in the memory of the following 






We appreciate this memorial support 
and extend our sympathies to their families 
and friends.
New corporate m em bers
We are pleased to have received support 
from the following companies and welcome 
them as corporate members of the Maine 
Chapter.
Eastland Realty
Union Trust Company of Ellsworth
Maine Chapter News
Published six times yearly by the Maine Chapter 
of The Nature Conservancy, 122 Main Street, 
Topsham, Maine 04086, (207) 729-5181. 
Comments and contributions of articles are 
welcome.
Subscriptions to this newsletter are available 
to members. Membership dues are as follows: 
Life, $1,000 (one-time); Acorn, $100; Support­
ing, $50; Contributing, $25; Family, $15; Sub­
scribing, $10.
Board of Trustees
Officers: Chairman: Ellen Wells, Falmouth; 
Vice-Chairmen: Alan Hutchinson, Orono and 
Peter Corcoran, Bar Harbor; Treasurer: William 
B. (Tony) Owens, M.D., Cape Elizabeth; Secre­
tary: EdwardT. Richardson, Jr., South Portland. 
Trustees: Linda Alverson, Oxbow; G. Robert 
Butler, Kennebunk; George W. Cochrane III, 
West Southport; Dr. Malcolm Coulter, East 
Holden; Elizabeth Donnan, Northeast Harbor; 
Sherry F. Huber, Falmouth; Howard C. Johnson, 
South Freeport; M. Thomas Juenemann, 
Freeport; A. Bodine Lamont, Falmouth; 
Charles Micoleau, Portland; Peter Mills, 
Farmington; T. Ricardo Quesada, South 
Freeport; Ralph Robins, York; Robert Stewart, 
Cumberland Foreside; Carol A. Wishcamper, 
Freeport; Myron Zimmerman, Augusta.
Staff
Acting Executive Director, Kent. W. Wommack; 
Stewardship Director, Barbara S. Vickery; Heri­
tage Program Director, John J. Albright; Fleritage 
Program Data Manager/Botanist, Amy Oster­
brock; Administrative Assistant, Deborah Clark; 
Secretary, Jeanne M. Desjardins; Secretary, 
Barbara P. Clark; Secretary, Linda Temple; 
Editor and Production, Ruth Ann Hill.
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Former Chairman Bob Butler and current 
Chairman Ellen Wells.
to the Board; Linda Alverson (Oxbow), 
Elizabeth Donnan (Northeast Harbor), 
Peter Mills, Esq. ( Farmington), Ralph 
Robins (York), and Myron Zimmerman 
(Augusta).
Heritage Program continues
The Board of Trustees has re-authorized 
the Maine Chapter’s support of the Natural 
Heritage Program for two more years. The 
program was begun in 1983 and has been a 
tremendous help to the Chapter in identifi­
cation of sites and species most in need of 
protection.
The information generated by the program 
is valuable in helping state agencies, private 
developers, consulring firms and others avoid 
destroying important natural features inad­
vertently.
A nnual M eeting 1985  
Hyde School, Bath
Participants enjoyed morning field trips 
to Morse Mountain, Casco Bay and the 
Kennebec River. A CBS crew, working on a 
story about water quality, joined the 
Kennebec River trip and gave a boatload of 
TNC members a brief moment of fame on 
Charles Kuralt’s Sunday Morning news 
program.
At the business meeting, officers and 
staff gave their reports describing the Chap­
ter’s best year ever. Departing Executive 
Director John Jensen and Board Chairman 
Bob Butler were honored. Bob Butler, who 
served as Chairman for three years, will 
continue to serve as a Trustee for one more 
year.
Ellen Wells of Falmouth was elected 
Chairman. A Trustee since 1980, Ellen has 
been especially active in Chapter publicity 
and development. She also lent her consider­
able professional expertise as journalist and 
writer to the production of the preserve 
directory, Maine Forever.
Peter Corcoran (Bar Harbor) was elected 
a Vice Chairman. Alan Hutchinson (Orono), 
Vice-chairman; Dr. William B. (Tony) 
Owens (Cape Elizabeth), Treasurer; and 
Edward T. Richardson, Jr. (South Port­
land), Secretary were re-elected to their 
posts.
The following new trustees were elected
N ew  corporate brochu re
The Chapter has just published a new 
brochure describing the benefits of 
Corporate Membership in the Maine 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. The 
text features quotes from leading Maine 
businesses which support the Chapter.
Printing of the two-color brochure was 
made possible through the generosity of 
Atkinson’s of Saco. We thank them.
Dozens of Maine businesses—both large 
and small—have invested in protecting 
Maine’s environment by supporting the 
Chapter’s work. Corporate memberships 
are available at four levels: $100 Member, 
$250 Contributor, $500 Sponsor, and 
$ 1,000 Associate.
If you would like a copy of the brochure 
or would like your favorite business to 
receive one, please contact Kent Wommack 
at the Chapter office.
M achiasport purchases Jasper 
Beach property
In early September, the town of Machias­
port exercised its option to purchase a 35- 
acre tract of land which will give towns­
people access to Jasper Beach, a well-known 
local landmark.
In 1983 The Nature Conservancy was 
able to arrange a gift of property to the 
town, which qualified Machiasport for 
matching funds from the state. This
allowed the town to launch the Jasper 
Beach campaign, with a fund raising goal of 
$20,000. These privately raised funds will 
be matched by nearly $30,000 in state and 
federal funds.
As of mid-September, donations to the 
Jasper Beach Fund had reached $15,650. 
Local residents have contributed nearly 
half that amount in donations of $5 to 
$100, reflecting the growing awareness of 
the need for conservation and shoreline 
access in this small downeast fishing 
community.
The Chapter recently made a special 
memorial gift to the Machiasport campaign 
as well, to honor the memory of Samuel 
Morse. Sam died this spring, and dozens of 
friends have sent the Chapter gifts in his 
memory. Learning of his love for Jasper 
Beach, the Chapter felt that this effort 
would be a fitting use for those funds.
Organizers of the Jasper Beach fund 
hope to raise the last few thousand dollars 
of the campaign before October 18, when 
the property will be officially transferred 
to the town.
Rare species workshop
The Maine Chapter Heritage Program 
and the Maine Nongame Program will co­
sponsor a Rare and Endangered Species 
workshop on December 7 at the Chewonki 
Foundation in Wiscasset, Maine. The 
primary focus of the workshop will be to 
present for discussion the proposed listing 
of Maine’s endangered and threatened 
vertebrate species. The current status of 
invertebrate animals and of plants in 
Maine will also be addressed.
This summer, the Nongame Program has 
been talking with experts and gathering 
scientific information about the status of all 
vertebrates in Maine—birds, mammals, fish, 
and herps. Each of the more than 400 species 
has been considered individually in deriving 
the proposed lists. The Heritage Program 
staff and data base have been instrumental in 
this project.
For more information about the details 
of the agenda, time and cost of the 
workshop, contact either the Nongame 
Program or the Maine Chapter Heritage 
Program (729-5181).
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particular kind of habitat are also protected. 
Inland Maine
With its 3,500 miles of coastline, Maine’s 
coast is truly biologically diverse. Through 
our collective efforts, the Maine Chapter has 
protected an impressive array of coastal 
natural communities: sand beaches and 
dunes; coastal raised peatlands and shrub 
slope peatlands; salt marshes; tide pools; and 
coastal spruce-fir forests.
But consider that Maine has 32,000 miles 
of fresh water rivers. If we count both sides of 
each river and toss in all our lakes, ponds, 
backwaters, and marshes, Maine has a 
staggering number of miles of freshwater- 
land interface. This, along with nearly a 
million acres of peatland and many millions 
of acres of forests, fields and mountains, 
offers an array of community types not 
found along the coast.
Unfortunately, we have much less informa­
tion about these inland communities. Speci­
fically, we need to be able to define the differ­
ences among the various community types. 
This is a necessary step if we are to achieve 
our goal of protecting the full range of natural 
diversity in interior Maine.
For example, not all lakes are alike, in spite 
of apparent similarities. Differences such as 
substrate (lake bottom type), water chemistry 
and depth, and where the lake lies in Maine 
all affect the kinds and diversity of plant and 
animal species living in and around the lake. 
Similarly, a hardwood forest on a river flood- 
plain differs from a hardwood forest on a 
mountainside. Different soil types, drainage 
patterns, and exposure to the climate will en­
courage different associations of plants and 
animals.
For the past two years, we have been 
classifying natural communities in inland 
Maine. In the process, as an extra dividend, 
we have discovered several stations for rare 
plants and animals. We have also learned just 
how fast changes are coming to formerly 
remote areas—camps are sprouting on 
wilderness shores, roads reach into places 
once only accessible by foot, and the cutting 
and clearing of the woods for forest products 
and development continues.
In the process of learning how to identify 
and protect natural community types, we are 
beginning to understand the potential species 
diversity that exists in undisturbed situations. 
Clearly, much of Maine has been touched by 
human influence. Truly pristine areas are 
seldom found these days. Nevertheless, it is 
these undisturbed communities that are 
most worth saving.
by John Albright
On July 20, Dr. Garrett Clough, a Maine 
mammalogist, and I rediscovered the nor­
thern bog lemming (Synaptomys borealis) in an 
alpine bog on Mount Katahdin. Three weeks 
later, Dr. Clough found the lemming in 
another area of the park at a much lower 
elevation.
The lemming is a small relative of 
meadow mice (or, more accurately, voles) 
and lives in high altitude bogs and in wet 
meadows. It is very rare and is known from 
fewer than 20 locations in the United States 
(most sightings are from Washington 
State). In the East, a 1958 record from New 
Hampshire is the most recent.
Northern bog lemmings were last seen in 
Maine in 1902 when a Mr. B.W. Dutcher 
trapped two during a survey of mammals 
of Mount Katahdin. Because this lemming 
had just recently been described as a new 
mammal species in 1899, Mr. Dutcher’s 
find was a notable one. He donated 
specimens to the U.S. National Museum in 
Washington, D.C. and reported his find in 
a 1903 issue of the Proceedings of the Biological 
Society of Washington.
The Maine population of lemmings then 
lapsed into obscurity. It wasn’t until the 
Heritage Program began working in Maine 
that anyone was aware that they had 
occurred here. Even the Baxter State Park 
staff was unaware of the sightings made on 
Mount Katahdin.
The Heritage Program makes a point of 
digging through scientific literature and 
museum collections to be sure we don’t 
miss anything. That is how we learned of 
Mr. Dutcher’s find.
The big question was whether the 
lemming still lived in Maine. We proposed 
to conduct a new search on Mount Katahdin. 
I wanted to find the lemming, and Dr. Clough 
wanted more information about another 
unusual small mammal and relative of the 
lemming, the yellow-nosed vole (M icrontus 
chrotorrhinus). Maine’s Nongame Program 
funded the proposal and the Baxter State 
Park superintendent gave permission to 
look for the animals.
Through this cooperative effort we 
found the lemming. Maine now knows that 
it is home to a very special little animal. We 
also know that it is not restricted to alpine 
areas. But we don’t know where else it may 
occur in the state; we need to do more 
work to determine its distribution and 
abundance, so that we ensure that it is 
always part of our fauna.
Our find also demonstrates that the 
Heritage inventory approach works, and 
that it works best through cooperative 
efforts.
by John Albright




During the last several years, the 
Chapter has acquired an unprecedented 
number of major new preserves, including 
eight downeast "Islands of Life.” With the 
major tracts now protected, we have been 
conscientiously working to complete our 
ownerships of these areas by acquiring key 
adjacent parcels and inholdings. Four new 
tracts have been added to existing preserves 
in the last several months.
Larrabee Heath
Land ownership patterns rarely fit 
ecological patterns, making the protection 
of a site like Larrabee Heath a challenge. 
Machiasport does not keep tax maps, so 
just figuring out who owned land around the 
bog was a major problem. John Albright 
spent nearly two weeks—full time—in the 
Washington County Registry of Deeds 
tracking down ownerships dating back to 
the 1800s.
The map he produced was an exercise in 
historical research. It showed clearly that, 
back then, bog property was generally 
"thrown in” with a purchase of adjacent 
upland. Nobody gave it much mind, and 
certainly nobody bothered to survey its 
boundaries or describe it carefully in the 
deeds.
Despite its sketchy roots, the map 
proved to be surprisingly accurate. (Several
Larrabee Heath
of the original tracts shown have since been 
divided into smaller parcels.) One by one 
each of the landowners was located—some 
from as far away as Florida—and slowly the 
jigsaw puzzle was assembled. Some of the 
landowners generously agreed to donate 
their parcels. Others accepted offers to sell.
Now, after two years of work, the 
protection of Larrabee Heath is almost 
complete. The recent addition of over 60 
acres around Larrabee Heath (acquired in 
two separate transactions) brings the total 
preserve to over 400 acres. A local 
stewardship committee of dedicated 
volunteers has been formed to take on the 
next phase in the long-term protection of 
this extraordinary site.
Crumple Island
The Chapter has acquired a 10 percent 
undivided interest in Crumple Island, a 
27-acre rocky island just south of Great 
Wass Island Preserve.
Crumple Island is a well-known landmark 
in downeast waters. Much of the island is 
barren, and no trees survive on the exposed 
headland which faces the fierce Atlantic 
storms.
Despite the harsh arctic-like environ­
ment, at least six rare plant species cling 
tenaciously to the cracks and hollows in the
island’s granite. Several are known from 
only a handful of other sites in the United 
States, making Crumple an important and 
fascinating preserve.
The Conservancy will add its new 
undivided ownership to its previous owner­
ship of three acres on the island. The latter, 
acquired in 1983 through the generosity of 
Betsy Beckwith, forms the core of the 
Conservancy’s preserve.
Although there are many outstanding 
undivided interests on the island, this acqui­
sition will allow the Conservancy to exercise 
a certain degree of control over the use of 
the property. Discussions with other 
owners are continuing, and we hope to 
eventually secure more interests in this 
special island.
Woodland Bog
In August, the Chapter made a major 
addition to the Woodland Bog Preserve 
with the purchase of 76 acres just south of 
the preserve. As explained in the August 
newsletter, the new addition protects over 
half a dozen rare plants, including spectacu­
lar orchids.
The funds to purchase this most recent 
tract were raised as part of the "Islands of 
Life” campaign.
by  K e n t  W o m m a c k
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Primary protection area 
(the bog itself)
Secondary protection area 
(critical uplands)
Tract boundaries
M onitors no te
Many thanks to all who responded to our 
plea for monitors. We now have volunteers 
assigned to virtually all of our monitoring 
responsibilities.
A rem inder to m onitors: If you have 
not returned the report on your preserve, 
easement or transfer property, please dig it 
out and send it in. If you need a new form let 
us know and we will be glad to send you one. 
G reat D uck Island: stew ardsh ip  
p lan n in g
Over the years, many local preserve steward­
ship committees have met with Chapter 
staff to help plan the future management of 
" th e ir” preserve. These meetings have 
addressed questions of appropriate use, 
access, signs, potential threats to natural 
features, and potential liabilities of TNC as 
landowner. When the Crystal Bog and Great 
Wass island were acquired, their sheer size, 
complexity and fragility led staff to seek addi­
tional advice on biological management 
questions from a committee of scientists. 
(This group evolved to become the Scientific 
Advisory Committee, which now oversees 
the Small Grants Program.)
In this tradition, a preserve stewardship 
committee for Great Duck Island convened 
on the island late this summer. The group 
included members of the Scientific 
Advisory Committee, wildlife biologists, 
botanists, a trustee, a representative of the 
D epartm ent of Inland Fisheries and 
W ildlife (10 percent owners of the 
preserve), and our Regional Stewardship 
A ttorney. During the day the group 
explored the island, examined evidence of 
predation on petrel burrows, inspected all 
the buildings, looked for hidden hazards 
such as rotting well covers, and talked with 
our neighboring landowners: the U.S. 
Coast Guard and an owner of a five-acre 
inholding.
Great Duck offers a wide variety of 
stewardship challenges. It is almost 
impossible to accurately assess the health 
of the Leach’s storm petrel population 
without reaching into each burrow. Is the 
potential disturbance to the birds worth 
the knowledge thus gained? Domestic 
rabbits were introduced years ago and their 
numbers are increasing. Due to the lack of 
rabbit p redators on the island, the 
population may explode and this could 
have a severe impact on regeneration of
spruce trees, which provide habitat for the 
nesting petrels.
The island’s previous owners left behind 
structures in various states of disrepair. 
These manmade im provem ents pose 
problems of liability, maintenance, and 
vandalism, as well as increased island use 
which in turn increases the dangers of 
disturbance to wildlife and (especially) of 
fire. Maintaining or removing the buildings 
is likely to be very costly. Furthermore, 
the island’s distance from the mainland 
and difficult boat access make regular 
surveillance a problem.
The Stewardship Committee’s visit was 
an important first step. The process of 
stewardship planning for Great Duck may 
take several years. TNC staff will be relying 
on the expertise and perspectives of a variety 
of volunteer scientists and local neighbors to 
help in the consideration of the complex 
questions involved in protection of Great 
Duck Island.
Purple pros—and cons
One discovery made on this recent trip 
to Great Duck exemplifies one of the 
special considerations of habitat protection, 
especially on islands. A few years ago, 
purple loosestrife (L y t h r u m  s a l i c a r i a )  was 
planted in a flower and herb garden on the 
island. The well-intentioned gardener had 
no idea of the potential effects of the intro­
duction of this handsome purple flower.
Purple loosestrife was originally brought 
to America from Europe in the 1800s to 
provide a wetland forage plant for honey 
bees. It proved to be an extraordinarily 
adaptive and persistent invader of wetlands. 
It often displaces native plants and eventu­
ally forms continuous stands of purple
M e m b e r s  o f  th e  S t e w a r d s h ip  
Committee in s p e c t  a n  a b a n d o n e d  w e ll .
spikes along river banks and in freshwater 
marshes.
Loosestrife grows in woody clumps which 
enlarge each year. Each plant produces over
100,000 seeds annually and almost any part 
of the broken plant can sprout.
Purple loosestrife seems to thrive on dis­
turbance and often invades marshes which 
have temporarily dried out. Marshes can dry 
naturally through drought, but those which 
have been ditched and periodically drained 
are especially vulnerable.
Unfortunately, purple loosestrife pro­
vides neither food nor good cover for native 
animal or bird wetland inhabitants. In fact, it 
has proved such a threat to waterfowl 
habitat in the Midwest that several states are 
considering laws which forbid its sale or 
introduction.
In the past decade purple loosestrife has 
been steadily moving northward in Maine. 
Biologists who have researched ways to 
control it caution that attempts to eliminate 
it often only compound the problem. Any­
one who tries to remove plants must be 
careful and thorough, lest dozens of new 
plants sprout from pieces left in the mud.
We are surrounded by alien weeds intro­
duced accidentally or intentionally. We enjoy 
daisies, hawkweed and Queen Anne’s lace 
(all aliens) in our upland meadows. We can 
learn to live with purple loosestrife in our wet 
meadows; we probably have no choice.
On an island, however, there is more 
choice. Isolated by miles of saltwater, 
Great Duck Island would probably have 
remained loosestrife-free for many years 
were it not for unwitting purple flower fans. 
We hope that we caught the Great Duck 
colony in time and that the wet meadow at 
the island’s center will continue to support a 
diverse community of native plants and 
animals for many years.












by Barbara S. Vickery, stewardship director
P u r p le
lo o s e s t r i fe
Buy a 
burrow!
The Chapter is well on its way to raising 
the $475,000 necessary to pay for and 
endow Great Duck Island. You can help 
make this campaign a complete success, 
save thousands of pelagic birds on the island, 
and solve all your holiday shopping 
problems by purchasing a Leach’s storm 
petrel burrow for yourself or as a gift for 
someone special. Many of the 16,000 
burrows on the island have already been 
sold to happy buyers, but there is still a 
great selection of prime oceanview homes 
nestled in the forest duff. Each is available at 
the incredible bargain price of $29.68 
(subject of course to a life estate for the 
current inhabitants and their heirs).
Every burrow comes fully equipped with 
all the comforts of a typical storm petrel 
home, including entrance tunnel and 
nesting materials. To celebrate the holiday 
season, each also comes with a neighboring 
spruce or fir tree ready for decoration.
Your tax-deductible contribution of 
$29.68 (which may be conveniently 
rounded to $30) will be acknowledged with 
a calligraphic deed just like the one pictured. 
But don’t stop at just one—this may be the 
answer for all those hard-to-shop-for friends 
and relatives, who will also become 
members of the Chapter as part of the deal.
□  S oun d s good  
to me!
Enclosed is________ to purchase_________ burrows.
(All contributions are tax-deductible)
Please send my deed(s) to:
W h ere  else  can Name--------------------------------------------------------
you  b u y  prim e Address _________________________________________________________________
ocean fron t  
h om es for $30?
Please use an additional sheet to order gift deeds for friends. Be sure to include their full names 
and addresses.




As most members know from the last 
newsletter, John Jensen has accepted a pro­
motion to the Conservancy’s national office 
in Arlington, Virginia, where he will serve as 
the National Director of Development.
John’s work for the Conservancy began in 
1978, when he was hired as the Maine 
Chapter’s first full-time executive director. 
At the time, the Chapter was sharing office 
space with Natural Resources Council in 
Augusta. The Conservancy’s "office” con­
sisted of two desks in a hallway beneath a 
raquetball court.
Since then the Chapter has grown con­
siderably. Instead of three employees, we 
now have ten people working full-time to 
protect Maine’s outstanding natural areas— 
and also have a new spacious (and quiet) 
office in Topsham.
Duringjohn’s seven-year tenure, the Chap­
ter completed 68 land protection projects, 
four times as many as in the previous two 
decades. The Chapter is now the single 
largest private owner of coastal islands in 
Maine, and has inland preserves scattered 
from Sebago to Allagash. Over 8,000 mem­
bers support the Chapter’s work, up from 
1,000 a mere seven years ago.
John’s persistence and skills as fund raiser 
and negotiator played a key role in the 
Chapter’s growth. The "Islands of Life” and 
Great Duck Island campaigns are two of the 
more visible results of his hard work and 
dedication.
Many of the people John has worked with 
gathered at the Morse Mountain Preserve to 
honor him last week. There were lots of 
jokes about John’s ability to get himself into 
funny situations, but beneath the ribbing was 
clearly a universal sense of affection and 
respect for all John has done for the Chapter.
We all wish him and his family well in their 
new life in Arlington.
T h i r t y  C o n s e r v a n c y  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  r e g io n  c o n v e r g e d  o n  M o r s e  M o u n t a i n  P r e s e r v e  
in  S e p t e m b e r  f o r  a  t h r e e - d a y  c o n f e r e n c e  on l a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  in  N e w  E n g la n d .  P a r t i c ip a n t s  in c lu d e d  
e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c t o r s  f r o m  e a c h  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a t  t h e  E a s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  in  B o s to n .  
Among t h e  m a n y  t o p ic s  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  n e w  l a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  t e c h n iq u e s ,  c a p i t a l  c a m p a i g n s ,  IR S  
a p p r a i s a l s ,  h e r i t a g e  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  ( o f  c o u r s e )  lo b s te r s .
J o h n
Je n s e n
•  Natural communities 
and inland Maine
•  Adding to the preserves
•  Great Duck Island 
stewardship
•  Buy a burrow!
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